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Madison’s Central Business Improvement District (BID)
MEMO

Date:
January 28, 2010
To:
ALRC Subcommittee on Downtown Alcohol Ordinances and Issues
From:
Mary Carbine
Executive Director, Madison’s Central Business Improvement District (BID)

P.O. Box 71
Madison, WI  53701
t (608) 443-1973
f (608) 256-0333
mcarbine@downtownmadison.org
www.visitdowntownmadison.com

Re:
Proposed changes to the Alcohol License Density Ordinance – MGO 38.05(9)(O)
After careful consideration by a BID Board subcommittee, our main suggested changes to the ALDO are to:

· Allow more flexibility for licenses for entertainment establishments without requiring 50% food receipts or specifying an alcohol percentage. Consider amending the exceptional circumstances so that it is not tied to percentage but is instead at the discretion of ALRC.

· Indefinitely suspend the 365 day window for granting of licenses to locations previously holding licenses.
[Finding a viable, quality business tenant can take up to 3 years in this economy. The unintended consequence of the current 365 day window is that property owners will rush out to find any bar to take the space and the license, or will keep a current failing operator on a lifeline just to extend the time period.]
· Capacity:* 

Allow capacity increases:

· if permitted by code change or fire marshal

· after probationary period (license condition) is satisfactorily completed

· for expansions approved at discretion of ALRC [In the current economy, sometimes the only viable use for a space is an expansion of existing good operator.]

*Draft amended section attached for consideration.
